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By Captain Luther Davi:
AR FORCE - Overceas Staff

The Ninth Adr Force's IX Troop Carrier Command has made

history)y oorried out the largest Troop Carrier operation

ever - and done it with meximum efficieney and minimum
loas,

Troop Cerrier hee done it. That's the news the morning after DeDay,

4ll the grest promises of Troop Carrier, all the hopes which its chempions
have had for it, have been riehly, triumphantly fulfilled. If this sBounds
like intemperate praise, look at the regord: 4in the eold darkneas before
H=Hour IX Trocp Carrier Command dropped behind the enemy's forward defenses
two idrborne Infentry Divisions - dropped them in the ares they were auppén.d
to have been dropped - and 4id it with a total airersft loss of less than
two and & hulf per cemt, In four hours two veary aggressive Divisions with
somé escential haﬂLy equipment were where the enemy wanted them least -
compare with this the faet thut the Navy usually regquires fourteem hours to
lond & eomplete Infantry division on & beach; oompare our eeriel loss with
the Germans' at Crete when over twenty per cent of participating plunes and
gliders were destroyed. Troop Carrier, gentlemen, is here to stay, thanke
to the near perfeetion with whiech IX Troop Carrier Command did ita job,
Tis FLAN

To understand how well the operation was carried out you should know the
plan., To quote the field order, the over-ull design waa: "to seoure a bridge-
head at the base of the Cotentin (Cherbourg) Peninsula, and seoure a lodgement
for future operations®., A8 an essential auxiliary to this the airborne part
of the show was "to begin about four hours and thirty minutes prior to Civil

-

Twilight (the pre-dawn) to assist in the initial mssault.§

“’W’: the objeotive of one of the Ameriean airborne
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divisions while the other was "to land %o the immedicte Vest of ite eompanion

airborne Divieion to prevent movement of enemy reserves to Bast Land West®.

Timed with our vertioal lendinge were British operations involving about

one Airborme Divisicn., (Using C-47s (the Pritish call them Dakotan), Sterlings.

and Horse gliders, the British 58th iroup established protection for the left

flank of the Britiak beseh by dropping its airborne load just where it was

supposed to, at the set time, and with aireraft losses setually slightly leas

than curs. 5o for both nations Troop Carrier mede its mark,

Tk OPEATION ' H
: On 5 June 1944 at 2154 hours L%, Col. Joel 1. Crouch, Cormanding Officer
of the IX Troop Currier Cormand's lst Pethfinder Unit, reportesd hie C-7

airborne. For the historieally minded that's the $ime the first plane was

| up = the tactical beginning of the liberation of Burope. Cromeh und the
tvo plunes he led erossed the enemy cowst, on the Lest m of the Cherbourg

Feninsuls, ot 0006 hours & June - D-Day. 4t 0016 hours (rouch dropped his

stick of weiSgelewn purctroops. Ineldentally, he's rother unhappy becsuss
(8) he dropped four minutes eurly and (b) he thinks he wes four or five hundred

¥

|

EL'| : yurds off the desd eemter of his turget. MNeedlees to ssy he 15 kmown as &

, perfectionist.

A8 there were six drop zones there were six Pathfinder formations to mark
them, esch consisting of three aireraft. The speelally trained erews of air-
borne infentry carried by these planes estoblished eertsin redic nevipaticnel

. aids on the drop zones &nd, until the enemy got too tough, showed markef lights
| for the guidance of the pilots of the mein colum.

; ;;'j‘,i::*j  Begimning with Colonel Crouch the operation procesded through twentyesix
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The paratroop-carrying planee transported pavlcads of fivesthounand-eight=
hundred-and-fifty pounde including containers, supplies, equipment and troops,
They flew over water at five hunired feet gotting radic cheeks from the last
point of land over whieh they passed and also getting visual position ehecks
from & speeial light bescon thers, Then they had emother check on & marker
vessel nsir the enemy coast where they turned, doused their navigation and
resognition lights, and dimmed their formation lights tc the lowest practieable
intensity. Drope were made from seven hundred foet - and, until troops were
agtually ous - it was verboten to take any evasive sotion whatsoever, After ]
that, however, pilote were briefed toc descend to one hundred feet and evade
all they wanted. Omce over the sea they climbed to three thousend feet and
conscientiously gave the Navy every recognition signal they could think of, 21
Despite the faot that our Navies were all over the chanmel there was no 'i;1-.
repetition of the Sicilian error in which our Nevy shot down Troop Carrier =
5 planes, i
i utmﬂumnlﬂufﬂulhipliu#nf‘r*lmptthngluu'hn ¥
who were flying pairs of pairs echeloned to right, The paratroop serials "
were spaged six minutes from head to head with & ten minute interval between
P S ROT S, "
| 48 speoinl equipment our Ce47s had flame dumpeners on exhaust outlets,
- the best navigationsl equipment thet could be devised, flek suits for the erew.

There wus no other armor or armement, snd mot & ship of the nine-hundred-and-

twenty-four had & self-sealing gesoline tank.

| Alrerews were up for between thres-snd-a-helf and four hours during which
time they, without exception, flew mégnificent formetion, nevigated so well
wﬂme:-m“ﬂmmm-m_uuw,
When Some peratroops were yut dows over fifty miles from Dz (Drop Zome) = smd
maintained redio eilemce like med, There were no lights in sny of the plane ;
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airerews wers dorke-adopted, snd the only nolse, aside from that of the engines,
osme from the paratrcops most of whom pang all the wey out. Thers wers no
abortions or turpbucks short of target, although one plilot made two pREBeS
and etill oculdn't find a DZ, sc brought his carge home. Hot more than &
dogen other paratroops were brought beck to base = all of them men who had
received flak or smell arms fire 1[?::1 purple ha-u.;:ta:)..

The last puratrocp seriel (serial number twenty-six) dropped at o224l hours
while the first paratroops of the mein column (as distinguished from path-
finder orews) dropped &t 0050 hours, The split-second timing in between was
pased on &n airspeed of & hundred-and-fifty miles per hour except at drop when i
one-hundred=snd=ten was ordered to be the meximum, Naturally glider tows mad e f,
$heir approsch considerably slower, althcugh they esrried mo interior loade. '

' Their (G-lLis had payloads of three~thousand=seven-hundred-and-fifty pounds, A
eomposed of truops, vehicles end other equipment, There were no mid-air L=
oollisions altheugh two groups came back with more planes than they started. »
[ Weather varied throughout the cperationm, but was in the mein favorable.

| Eerly planes reported cedling down ic about a thousend feet ﬂlﬂt:ﬁl the faot .L

: MMHMMIMWrwtuum, Later crews found

eeiling going down as low a8 five-hundred feet - necessitating blind drops -
while others found it up to three or four thousand with moonlight breaking
through, Wind wes fresh but not strongy visibility good.
 garlier that evening the entire sresa had been prepared by &s heavy &n
serial bombirdment as could be dared without giving the whol® show away,
‘Tastiesl surprise was counted on - end ashieved. All planes reported fisk
mﬂ-nm.-n-mpmun—-, but the lethal concentration
! Wﬂlliﬂl“;lul hed he known what wes coming, was defimitely
1m“-ﬂi ssgort, hlt high gover = was meintained over the entire
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4ret end & smell foree of Mosquitoes renged overhead, bombing, dive-bombing
and shooting at flak and searchlights, They rambled all ovar the Jocast
cauaing 4 Taw C=47 pilota to report eneny night fighters, and they kept & lot
of German heads down. There wara no confirmed reports of interception by |
anamy plansa, 1

a8 for enemy ground interference, t.ere wig Somes worry about things ealled
Alx Lanling Ohstruetions which Jerry hod plaged all over the Cherbourg Fenin-
sula, These ore posts about ton or twalve feet high planted in likely
landing Zonos, Somo aro pointod at the top and Ifrequantly have borbed wire
stretohed batwosn 4lam, Hiowever, as this is written we mow of no case in

which our wirborne loadn were dumped on these, although aerial photographs X

taken the following dey show that one glider lunded in the fringe of mme,
1to starbourd wing wes crumpled, but the fusalage appearsd intagt,
To help confuse the enemy we dropped some dumy parachutists at apots we
wouldn't think of dropping men on. With them we ineluded & British-conceived
 gudget which mukes & nolise like rifie fire as soon &8 it hits the ground,
.. There were several "sharp engagements® between these 1ifeless apperati and
 ensmy patrola. ' ¢
The glider serials worried Commend most becauss they came last of all -
..m-m-mmmhuwm-mmwwhn;m
- very slowly. However, ni.urﬂm tﬂpln-nlmtmmrfm;uaar- were
- Brematurely or improperly released. Their job wua fimished at 0408 hours,
. - &nd Troop Carrier wis through for the time being.

o _ ~ Began then what will -iml"hr—hndh-nrn‘uu the great
Sweating-out. There was no way to know what was happening to the men we'd
dropped us r6dic silence was maintained for quite & whiile. The only signel
mwmmm- mn-mmm-t “lllmhﬂﬂ
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plees &nd the appointed time jndicating where they wenbed rapupply end Té=
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inforcement.
., as part of the original p

This operaticn, whieh had boan laid o

L=DaY «

begsn hafore dugk on Two hundred and elght C=L48 towing ons pundred —
i:l-t-hﬂﬂ.ﬂﬂl:lﬂ.-ninﬂ-'

¢ Aritish manufacture (garrylng 8

rican Ol=LAS raleassd betwoen
the @irborne

gavanty-two foras gliders ©
2110 hours

hundred pounds) and thirty-six sme

gnd 2310 hours.

tional gl ements of

lﬁr - m—i‘-ti’ﬂﬂ*

The gliders carried eddi
divisions dropped food = &nd BOmS
The following nornlng s :#plul-l,ﬁut‘_l-t;‘i{t

o our welting troopd.
Qi o (Y7 droppid Aphlios )
;.“rhnnthn adr phuanut' :

ag wall as itemse of TeBUpp

heavy aquipment
o= bad X 2
:-%H‘III'H' ralessed OvVer the Bams epol

liorsas mdhm-h
(aitial assault, g ond [

the airborne gperations to "assist in the
prevent enesy troop movements from Bast to dent® ended &t pq 0o hours on
"H sorties by IL 1Foop 1

D-plus-1. ne entire operation had involve: 53
Carrier ﬂmﬂmf},ﬂ:‘ by eriaers. M I |
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gucceun of the upﬂrhtinu was the existence and mugnificent performance of
tha lst pathfinder Unit whiech marked the D= apourately, its oraws having
ly end axhaustively trained for the tank,

18t Fathf follows this, p.)
p Carrier Copmand gave

been speeisl

(p srtisle

AB O axumple of tha kind of training that % Trod
1ed "Operation mgle®s This axarcise took
|

its men there i8 something eol
simulated the actual

fora D-08Y = end

plage on 12th May - about two weeks be

!
far as was then possibles
mating in length and number of Turns the ones tha® f

pus resembling the resl ones were

gperaticn a8

sslacted, occurses approxi
an far Be possible, aotual combat

would be flown CR D=Duy Ware inid out, &ond,

louds were garried.
go~ordination of the pre-invasion training and of the oetusl DeDay opers
was Bchieved through the Allied BExpeditionsary Air Force Headquarters ]

ations
equivalent, the

Mhﬂthnirmpmrﬂuumlnﬂmdlum
of coursey Ik TC

a Eosmond snd not & Group ut all),
ipiine, but this :

which ecatrol
38th Group (which 1=

. pemgined under Winth Alr Fores for sdministration end dise 3
; ~ ghunnel ‘_ wasg by~ preaed for ops«y, = orders went straight from ABAF %o IK TC. .'I -
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