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SEi RESCUE JOTE N0, 100
Ditching of C.47 (Dukota aircraft) sat

0010 hours on the 6th June,
1955 in position 50°N. 03° ¥.

(The following is based on U.S.A.A.F. Air/Sea Rescue
Nerrative lo. 4.)*

le Introduction

This eircraft wes used in operations on D-dey end carried e crew of 6,
which imcluded & Radar operator, in eddition to 18 paratroops.

2e _Events preceding ditshing : 4

(8) The eircraft wes hit by flak on resching the French coast, after
passing between two of the Channel Islends, The port engline wae damaged
but the starboard one remsined. This latter rapidly commenced to burn out
on account of the excess power required to maintuin flight.

(b) The pilot, renlising thet & forced landing was inevitable, issuod
orders to prepére for ditching. 4ll looss equipment, including parachutes,
wes juttlsoned. It wes the wish of the pilot to ditch off the German held
islands becmuse he had been fircd upon by friendly vessels in the Sicilian
operation. The co-pilot, however, favoursd ditching alongside & neval
vesdel, if possible. The latter course was decided upon end thu Redar
operetor successfully locatod a vessal,

(¢) V.E.F. distress cells were made on ths Alr/See Rescue distress
ciennel. and 1o the other plenss in the group. Thess were not received
probebly boceuss of the low altituds from which the messeges were sent, 1
‘an U.F, vignal wes 6150 transmitted but no reply wes received from the
HeTe/DeF. Station, sgein probebly beccugy of the low oltituds. The I.F.T.
wes turned to *"btroed® ton minutes before ditehing,

Je Ditching R

It wes still dork end the finel epproech mas made with the sid of
landing lights fram 100 ft. et 100 m.p.h. * Full flaps were used until Juat
bofors alighting, them the flopes were refsed completely. The touchdown
was made between 85 and 90 =.p.h., without power, directly into the awell.
The eircraft was landsd level leterclly, end into the wind with ths teil
well down. The finel lmpoct wus modurute, the only epperent demepe buing to
the Ruodor ecrisl and the cowling of the right engline which broke off during to.
impect. The aircraft tumec to rest in w toil high attitude dt ebout 459,
There wao epproximetely d ft. of waoter in the cockpit and 6 of water in the
cebin when the 1est men left the cirereft whichifloeted for 20 mimutes and
then sank nose firat,

Le Events succeeding tho ditching

|
l
I
!
(a) All persomnel sxcept the eo-pilot left by the ﬂﬂ.rgd deor. Heo 4
remained In the cockpit sigmelling to the dsstroyer with a torch. Eventuelly »
hs climbed out of thu upper ssespu hateh, caught & rOpe thrown by the
deatroyer end walked off the wing into ths bogct without getting wut, Tho
‘rest of the crow end tho poratroops infleted their Mos Wests beforv leaving \
the eircrafi., Thu emergoncy cquipment scerried comprised two type A.3 rafts
end onoc 'J! type dinghy, © . . ——— : '
- ' ¥ 4 " .
(b) The perstroops hed ssoumed ditching stutions in their normsl flight
#ositions, viz, in tho buckst sgets with sefet belts fostoned, This | L&
proved to be quite aptivsfectory wnd no one wes in jurdd duringftha-ditnhing. ' ..'. ’
Elt:nllﬂn‘l? discipline wes displeyed by the peratroops. . No onv moved from '



patrick
D-Day


il - '

his sset until ordercd by th.cu‘itick Mestor. Then thuy got up !:Lz ot o tim ,
end from the reer deor lpto the water so ge to evold any demags to the
life refis. All porsommel wore in the life refts for 10 - 15 mimtes at

" most before buing picksd up by thy destroyer. They suffered very little from
the immersion end no Steps ware tekon ‘tn a'llrnnm thia diascomfort until sboerd

the dsstroyer.
* 4 5.  Remerks - E s YR'Y

(L) This incident was ome of the 1) successful distchings by C.4¥ pircreft
durdng the seme 24 hour period, From the charsctsristics end comstruction of
this airecraft, ons would cxpect it to be o good ditcher @nd events on D-day \
kave supported th.u theory,

="

(11) .ilthuugh the pilot in this instence wos fortunete in meking a "

, Successful ditching it might heve been Jess sonin more adverse weathor and Ssa
‘conditions, Thore is no justification for raising the flapsjjuat before b,
ditching, It involves unother operetion at & very criticel © end il |
definitely wrong., Apperently the Dukote is such @ good ditcher that oven ' L

f relaing the flaps just before touching down cen be done withnu:. minhup » F 29 A

A (1i1) Cconditiona of neither wind nor swell were staeted. Thus it 1? »

difficult to comment on the alrcreft heving beon lended in fhe swell., In o 4

tis absence of any mention of wind it is presumed thot it was light or :

modersate in which cess ditching should heve besn malle perellel with the swells, -
g in sccordance with normal recommsnded practice,  Normully these eircreft will™ —
., | be fitted with ditohing bults, 1In the sbsence of thess it was correct to .

’ ff-p‘mm Thut M-#W-LT.@ flight-shouid slso be

fer sa possible egninst eny 8olid purt of the internel atructurs. v
(iv) It is eseumod thet es the eireraft wes teil high st un angle of Y
45° the cergo door wes =o high zhmm the weter es tomeKe boerding the dinghies '5

i h difficult, Thkis q.am o tllowlng the peretroops to jump into cold - »

¢ water in derkness md“la:r bsiog nu.rriud ewoy end drownsd, end/or the dengers
~ of exposurs following.complets immeraion, Tho fect that the destr was 8o {
noer should heve permitted the risk of dropping intos tho dinghiss will the |

° cnn.mqqnnt possibflity of damege. g A ;-y.,, -
L
(v) n equippe I!.nirlu:rlﬂ uﬁm o distinct a.mntnga during thu t
upnr‘liun when htallisﬂ:t usc is mede of the epparetys provided, t!n.;. '
. Ww wes prubn‘l;ly contributory tr.- the Plﬁa’luuau of thia g -
' ’ (vi) ﬂu cb-lp’lut deac r::ra*t deel Of eredit fnr tho pu:r
. in gatting the pilot to ditch he destroyer and rﬁnﬂlning to s tu -
4
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