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.end 7 E¥ security personnel; Silek 1, 506th Yarachube S

_ Infantry, Lt. D.C. Jriver, Lumpmsster and Stick 2, 377tk Poras-

. wes mede in vicinity of S%.Germalne de-Varreville (394=954)

Ty

1olST ATRPOENE DIVISIOL PATHFINDER GIP

1 July 194k
Subjeet: Report of D-Day Pathfinder Aotivities,

To : Cormanding General, 1018t A/B Div,

1, -Submitted herewith report of Pathfinder activities

of Four (4) teams on D-Day. : 7
Composition: -

Four Totufinder Teams of eleven sticks as followsa: T

For D% "AY- Team A consisting of Stick 1, 502nd4 Yarachute Inf.,
1t.,, S. W, McCarter, Jumpraster and containing 1 off and 2
BM, security personnel, 1 Off &and 2 EM, Reg't S-2 personnel
Stiek 2, 502nc Yarachute Inf., Lt, N.A, laValleeg Jumpmaster
end containing 1 Off and 7 EM security personnel, Officer
15 thds case was asst. Regl. S-33 Stick 1, 377th Preht T.A.
Bn.,, Lt. K. G.Smith, Jumpmcster enG conteining 1.off &ng 7.
I security personnel frou the 502pné Precht. Inf. B ;

For DZ "C"-Teum C consisting of Stick 2, 506tL Perachute
Inf., Lt. G.0. Hothwell, Jumpnmaster an¢ containing 1 OfT

—r

1t. R.ll. Eessler, Jumpmaster ana conteining 1 Off and RIEL
Security personnel and Stick 3, 501st rerachute Inf and cont&inin;
2 0ff enc 7 E¥ security personcel. | ¥ : i 4

For D% "Dr-Team D consisting of Siick 1, 501st Parachute ~,
Infentry, 2 Off &nd 5 EN Security personnel and 1 Off, Asst E
Kep 't S-3, Capt. F. J. Brown, Jumpnaster; Stick 2, 501st Parachul
Inf and conteining 1 Off and 7 EM¥ securlty personnel; Stlck ht
3, 506th Parachute Inf., :0JG Dillburn, Jumpmaster and. contain- i
ine 1 Off and 6 Ei security personnel . <. '

Tor 1Z "EraTeam E consisting of Stick 3, 50Z2né Par&chuté -5
g A7+ 1,

r

chube Field Artillery Lnm., L. 1.J, Liensley, Jumpmester.
el te:
Capitulation: . i
731 teaus took off from North withau Airbase starting et
2150 June 5, 1944 st five (5) minute intervalss : :
Tesm "AT wes scheduled to lend at point on DZ "A" of 3E9=968

flying from Nv to SE et 0020, June 6, 19LL. Actusl landipg
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snd fiving from ENE to VSW atb approximately 0015. All three
cticks dropped together ant coculé be seen together but were
considergbly strung out with the last man in each eircraflt
landing near Reuzeville-au-Plaln (370-9€5), Upon gssenbly
end orientation it wes the Gecision of Capt. Lillyman to ¢
select the best asvalleble field ir the immediete area and
esterblish the Kader end Light Alds. Ineny fire had been  Trecelvt
from the vicinity of Fucarville, from the beach area gnd from
B Wiein E’L(: of AuBouville 1g-HubeTti- There was no enemy fire/
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Report of D-Day Pethfinder activities, Con'tl

At approximately 0025 seven lights and three'kurekaa hed been essem-
bled with Lt, MoCarter, Lt. Smith, and 1k enlisted men.

Lt. MoCarter was put in charge of the Eurskas and established all
three in trees in the hedgerow &djoining the ocburch at 393-99k.

The "T" lights were installed approximately 200 yards east of this
position. One Bureke was tirned on at 0030, Firat redepticn was re-
ceived at approximately 0045, Lights were turnsd on at 0040, TFirst
alrcraft flew over the T at approximtely 0057. Groups wers scattered
and flying fast with the mejority of ships dropping parachutists west -

and north of the position, Some parachutists were dropped easi and some
south of the T, - : :
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i © -First person contasted from 502nd Parachute Infentry was Capt. Hersh- -

: par of Co., I and then soms enlisted men of Company I, ZElements of -
of the 1st Bn., 502nd were also contacted end several men of the lst
Battalion moved to the lights. : "

WAL

whights and Eurekas remained on until approximately 0310 at which
“he unit assembled at the church &t St, Germsin., OSome Jump

ijtr. » had been collected and these were hidden in the rear of &

' houseit St. Germsin and the balance of the unit moved with €Capt. |
P1its, Oapt. Hershner, 1t. Burns (Co. XI) and approximately 150 en--
listea men towards St, Martin-de-Varreville. Upon approaching the
position, Capt, P1litt was placed in charge of the main force and Capt,
111lyman and Privete Wilhelm moved foarward to the position for re=
conpeissance, Upon discoverinz the position was almost complstely
demolished and apparently-no enemy on the positicn, the two returned

-to where Capt. Plitt was walting end informed him of this fact.
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-

The undersigned then collected the Pathfinder psrsonnel and moved |
‘back to St, Germain to sollect the Eurekas endé injured men who had
‘been' hidden.. On moving north down the roasd, contact was established
‘with Lt, -Col, Casgifdy end s small force and it wag agresd to estab-
1ish the road blook:at CR393-994 for ths 1st Battalion until they | 2
returned, OCF was established at 8t. Germain, road block of one mortef
60mm, three LMG's and one ,03 rifls grenade established at the CR| =
facing north and NE, OP was established in the church steeple at St.:
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Germain. :
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At 0640 a squad of the lst Battallon came down to this position 'and -%
the weapons were turned over to this squad, The Pathfinders were!
then assembled end movement started toward the 50z2nd CP at Louires.
'Four Eurskag were left at St, Germein with one officer and five en~
1isted men who hed susteined Jump injuries. Thess men were hidden inj

: the church along with four of the Eurekas. Unit errived at 50?ndt L

] * Regimental OP st approximately 0800 and remained there until approx- ' |
_imately 1000 when movement was started for Division CF. Unit arrived
at Division at epproximately 1300. : : PR 2

This team mssisted in the marking of the glider LZ at 2100 :una'ﬁyn.
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‘when dropped and Lt, Driver assembled his entire stick in appxqﬂmthg
€.
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Report of D-... Pathfinder activities, Con't,

%M_g was soheduled to drop on DZ € at 0025 at Point 399928, Actual
rop was mede at 394-929 for one stiok (Lt, Kesslar, 8tiek 1 506th! and
at 406918 with remaining Stick, Lt. Faith, Stick 3, 5018t Parachute
Infantry. Base Stick, Stick 2, 506th, Lt, ‘Kothwell Jumpmaster was
forced down in the channel, time, place and oause urknown but reports
have been recelved to the effect that entire plane lcad was' ‘harafyo
returned to England after going dowmn. ' e b SAC . 4

1
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Lt. Kessler, reporting as Primary Stick states that be wap droppet at
0027 and both he end the other stick immediately subjectyd to en _
fire, - Within ten minutes (0037) 2 Burekes, 2 Lights end thy Rgé;ﬂor-
Transmitter of the Bups Beadon had been assembled. L, i

: iy
Both Ewrekas wsre set up with one transmitting and one uta;aing'
and operators report reception, o o, )
An effort was made to locate the power unit and antennae of - gf,”{' 3 ;
Beaocon without success, Being unable to form a T of .1ight.‘s,"\pq;-‘\ 'y
light was set up in the middle of the field adjacent to the pay ";\a&._ _
which Lt. Kessler's stick had dropped and was codsd with ansi; &a‘\' e
letter until L5 minutes after the last serial was dus, By . thﬂ.ﬂi\\ﬁt}.:tha
seridls had arrived, the balance of the stick hed assembled -on e -
dight., Of Lt. Xessler's stick, all personnel were moved to Divigoy.
CP except Pvi, Bert who was assigned to General TAYLOR &s bodygua Xis
and two enlisted men who are MIA, Of Lt., Faith's stick, one ;’hliiiﬂ;{_ B,
man was killed before he could get out of his parachute. barnegss. an\ ol
enlisted man is MIA, - \\
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TEAM E was scheduled to drop on DZ C at 0027 at Point 393-927 andl |\ :
Tanded at epproximately 0029 st point 395-895., Both stlicks ware togel

oy

ten minutes. Lt, Henslsy was missing five men on the essembly. ‘Thes
two teams were to mark the LZ at two points with = se stiok satab is

the Eureka, -Eweka was ssfablished st approximately 0330 by which time
the two sticke had moved to the correct 1Z's., Eurekag were Lurn®#d on 3
at 0350 end reception was made with transmitting alrcraft. yrior o™
0,00, Both teemsz established 1ights but those established by Lt., |
Driver were knocked -out by a lending Glider at approximately 0420, (It
Hensley kept his lights on until approximetely 0LL5, rtlps av
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TEAM Dewas Bohoduled to bs dropped at 0030 at poinmt 392-889., Aok P
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p was made west of St. Come-du-Mont from points 373-992 south’ A
to 378-879 at approximately 0047. This ‘jump was carried out undeyg -
intense enemy MG fire and anti-siroreft fire. Assembly of -the thras, : -
sticks was impossible although Lt, Wetson, 50lst Parachute Infantry.
and Cpl Beaver did establish one Eureka on DZ which was in operatioﬁ&*
and being triggered by A/C on schedulad tima. Fyenty-thres o this ™
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Report of D~Day Pathfinder activities, Con't.,

Team of 54 officers and enlisted msn are still carried es MIA and are

believed to be prisonsrs of war, Stick leader of Stick 3, 506th

Parachute Infantry, Mr. Dillburn, WOJG, has been reporta PW by Capt.
Brown who likewise was capturel but who later ssocaped,

All Pathfinder personnel at Division OP assisted in mrking the
Glider LZ near Heisville the night of Jume 6/4k,
-8t 2030 and in operation and transmitting at 2054.

: Florescent panels
were lald at 2030 end S8moke blown at 2057. Eurekas were turned off
et 2120, : ;

2. A summary of the reports from the four Team Leaders Shows the
following:

scheduled time at & point epproximately 1/4 mile southeast
of Dz, ; x

CH'DZ D: No lights or Eureka established on DZ. Eureks sstablished

Y ;On DZ Ay Lights and Eureka established and in operation on scheduled
: time at & point epproximately one mile north of infended Dz.

‘On DZ C: One coded light and Eureka established snd in operation on

on line of flight end one and one quarter miles west of DZ.

On DZ E: Eureka established at designated point sné lights set up'
- et both designated points on schedulsd tims, ;

- All Eureke Operators report Zurekas wsre being triggered (trané—
mitter mctuated) prior to scheduled time of arrivel of eiroraft.

- All map references are to Sheet & E/5, la Haye 4u Pults, 1/50,000

FRANK L. ILIILYMAN
Capt,, 5024 Prcht Inf.
Division Pathfinder 0ffioer,
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