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The following is a discussion of the training and tactical employment
of Airborne Division Pathfinders as applies to Pathfinder activitles in

World War II and specifically to the Normandy Invasion, Operation NEPTUNE.

I would like to back track to some of the events that led up to the
formation of the 10lst Airborne Pathfinder Group, The sirborne wnits hed
experienced many complications in being delivered to designated Drop Zones
es was proven, not only in state-side activities, but::;he drop in Africe of
Colonel Edison Raft's unit when they missed their drop zone by approximately
60 miles and later on, by the lst unit of large size that was committed in
Sicily. At that time high winds, night lendings, etc. had spread the
paratroopers over an extended areg”from their intended drop zone and it
beceme immediately apparent, to the officers in echargé of airborne activities
that there wes a need todefine a definite point to whichsparatroopers would
be gelivered if they wexe to accomplish their mission, At'the time of the
Siciliean invasion they had been experimenting for several months with a method
of marking drop zones with some groups of paratroopers so that the Air Corps
would have a definite peint of release. for parstroopers after they cgme over
the drop zone. In Decembés of ‘1943 Mejor Genersl Williem €. Lee, who was then
commending the 10lst Airborne Division called me :.n‘bo his office and explained
the problem to me, He stated that there was very 1ittle known about this
method of operation but that the British Air Force was being particularly
successful with individuals and aircraft called Pathfinders, These aircraft
Preceeded the main bombers commands end dropped flsres on the target in
advence of the main bomber formetions. The main formstions th_en would come
through and drop the bombs on their targetse These British pathfinders of the
RAF were veectored,or sentjto their particular area by Loran and other rader
navigational aids that used a point to point intersection principle, In other
words from the north of England a rader signel would go out to the airersft and
from the south of England another signel would go out and the two would

intersect on a single aircraft carrying flare bombs., The people at control
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‘hesdquarters in the Air Force had a deteiled map end when they placed the
aircraft by intersection, directly over their target, the pathfinder eircraft
would drop flares, Immediztely behind him in a matter of minutes would come
the main bomber formation end they would drop their bombs through this ring
of lights end were able to hit their targets, ¢specially at night. This
method hed many advanteges end elso severel disadvanﬁages. One was the
nevness of the rader equipment at the time, the other was the fact that the
winds 2loft would frequently drift the parachute flares off the designed area
and cause errors in the bombing pattern. uGeneral Lee directed that I go dewm
to the 21st Independent Compeny of the 6th Airborne Division and o determine
how these individuals were operating gs far as paratroop pathfinder activities
wente “A‘b the seme time we had some personnel from the Pathfinder Group used
in Sicily; Lt Mike Chester, Lt Joe Bales a2nd one or two enlisted men who had
been working with pathfinders in Sicily. They explained some of the problems
they had encountered, They had gone dowm with gasoline and with Number 10
cans end when they landed on the ground they would fill the cans with sand,
pour gasoline on the sand and lay the cans out in a pattern for the troop-
carriers to find the particular drop zone. EaveEsT ©.
I was suthorized to take one Warrent Officer, CWQ,Dilbern, a communications
specialist from the 506th and three enlisted men to the school at Lark Hill,
I spent approximetely two weeks with the 21st Independent Compeny and was able
to getermine that their particular organization was not especially appliceble
to our Americen forces, The 21st Independent Company wes an orgenization
orgenized along commendo lines with a mission of not only merking drop zones
but performing behind the lines sebotage and demolition missions or any special
mission thet the Commending General would desi;-e. Thelir primery concern at
the time ygs to merk drop zones for the 38th Group, RAF, so that they could
deliver the parachutists of the 6th Airborne Division to designated drop zones,
The officer commending the unit was Major Lenox-Boyd, the second in commend
was Captein Andrew Tate., They had a communications officer, Lt Midworth,
a demolition officer, Lt George Meilils, and a straight infentry officer,
Lt DelLature, in their three platoons. They were orgenized elong the pggic

platoon organization of an infantry company with additichal missions,

The British orgenization being such as it is, each officer was from
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& different regiment, Major Lenox Boyd was from the Scoteh Grays, Captein

Andeew Tate was from the Cameron Highlanders, Lt Bobby DeLature was from
the Cold Stream Guards end Lt George Mail;‘ﬁ, was from the Midland Regiment
and the other officer, Lt Midworth, had been called up during the current
emergency.

At that time their primary equipment or instrument to merk a drop zone
consisted of a carbide light similar to the one that the Americen Army uses
to blacken the site of an Ml rifle except that it had & larger reflector and
a larger conteiner of the carbide, They had experienced seversl problems,
the most noteable of which was g group that had dropped and landed in water
and the carbide had exploded when the water seeped into the conteiner, They
had no fully approved;ﬁeg: z’:'r:igce of equipment with which they could
adequately provide markings to drop zones,

They were experimenting at that time with smoke, smoke grenades, and
smoke pots, none of which had proved especially satisfactory for their night
missions, They were experimenting with these carbide lights and they
recognized the fact that these were not sgtisfactorye They provided a very
brillant light when viewed from a 45 degree angle or to a d:’;.rect headon view
but they did not meet the requirements of providing an illumination that
would be visible and egsily identifiable to & pilot and at the same time be
practically invisible to an enemy on the ground.

We stayed with the 21st Independent Company long enough to visit the¥e
British Jump School and determine their methods of operation and to thoroughly
examine the existing Pathfindergquipment and then Ge) returned to our own unit,
the 101st Airborne Division, At that time the division was gegttepeq in $2vera(
locations in the midlands; the division headquarters wes &t Greenham Commons
Air Base near Newbury, the 502nd was located at Chilton Fol% near Hungerford,
the 506th wes located at Litt1e 8iia also in the vicinity of Hungerford, and

AT ARrGOORME
the 501lst waspa short distence away.

Utilizing the three noncommissioned officers and Mr, Dilburn as a training
cadre:” g.-rew upon the available parachuteunits for approximately 10 men per
regiment and preceeded to Welford Airbase and engaged in training with
(51st and 52nd) Troop Carrier Wing. Téﬁ:fficers that we worked most clogely

with, were Major Stan’ycavel and Major 3 Minnick of the A3 Section, &



vers likewise conoerned with the problems of providing aceournte delivery of
alrborne foroes to & drop mone and we wers able to work out meny of our
problems through these officers.(Mutusl organizetion of an airborne-Alr Foraa)
I want you to remember thet at that time the Alr Corps was a part of the
US Army, Major Cavel and Major Minniok were very experienced pilots in
civilien 1ife; they &wu;’th the air lines, they had at least 12,000 hours
of flying experience and they recognized most of the problems of navigational ,
flying, otos

We vorked -sb-t=biwe on the premises that 1t was necossery to have a
definite system of marking a drop zeme for day time landing and enother system
for night time landings. I want you to understand that all of this time I
was working very closely with Capt Tate of the British Foreces and Lt Chester,
and later a Captain McRoberts,of the #2nd Division who were also going through
the seme process., Finally, Adrborme and Alr Foree resolved a mothod of marking
a drop sone in dey time that would be by using the AP 50 flliroscent penjlels that
were then available to the Signal Corpe, colored smoke and the AN/FPN, These

(oohee) (Cerise)

pn‘h consisted of orange and red panels that could be red#dily seen from ,
distance and they were to be laid ocut in the shape of a letter "I", The
general comception would be that fhe:g:arart would fly up the base leg of
the "T" and glve the green light or "go" signal as the alroraft passed over
~ the bar of the "I", In order to bring the aircraft in to the general ares
~ on which thoy ewl&':‘-:g:;zn the panels and smoke,we were using at that time
a, the AN/PP182. The Rebecca-Bureks s o responder interrogator

n another frequencys
The execution yas faulty, There are very fou



I have worked [nee®—cigasdy] Major Cavid,amd Major Minnick and, later Colonel
- Col. Trocon £ ’
Stanton, were not‘:his ecategory end they would listen to their navigators,

MERY
But this was a problem to overcome among, Junior officers, Memeof|who had
been sent through a fast course of flying instruction in the states, Jemi

Wmmamahws flying time on the C-47. bmt

'f me fully eogizant of their position as the aircraft commander and were

g to listen to a non-flying officer who might be able to tell them
whire

Ihow) to fly the aircraft based on radar navigation. We considered the Rebecca
whew colibrdded und udifinnn,
Eureh a very accurate instrument,and it was available in the aircrart. It

Cﬂ\.iaroquirad'damlad calibration with the set used on the grownd, s‘.‘.é this
was sccomplished without tosmuch difficulty. lfHa‘b—i&me we had a cepableT *""JM‘JM

witd X Treep CRARIER,

Signal Corps Officer,,Major Hal Deery, who was able to boost the signal of
the Rebecoa Bureks from its accepted 15 to 18 mile range %o 30 and some times
45 miles range. *In the beginning we had the particular problem of how to get

Rebecca Fureks desn to the ground without %:;a\nt:ﬁ. The instrument was not
designed for parachute operztions which meant that our riggers had to devise
a carrying case that would sllow the Pathﬁndarl to mrﬂmt instrument from
the sireraft dewm to the ground and s till have it in operating condition,

‘?At. the same time that we were working with theuRebeccn'mreh,' "we went through
many upemmhlm of equipment for the drop zone, We hed tried the
carbide light of the &th Abn Div, we had tried what wes then Imown as the
S!]J.)m- a signal light, but it was very directional. It looked like
& Buck Rogers pistol and could be mounted on a tripod; it had a front and rear
sight but it only had a 14 or 15 degree «f angle of@gze:’ﬂo:gmﬁ therefore,

 was tobrestricted to be used with Wmesircraft, However, the SELL vas & step

':h&w considered the right direction. We later used the tripod with
our final product. Another light Wbkewe tested at that time was the plastic
flashlight that the Military Police used as directional indicators, These
are patons, the principle utilized peing that plastic trensmits light through
its entire shape and the flashlight would provide the available source of
d':f l“"m, these ntmsm were in limited supply end
‘e to obtein, ﬂun‘bjeoﬂnm to provide a light that could be seen from
Mdz uam-ma,ulmta a height of 600 feet above the
MWEUTE foet 4 el _.__mm,wmaummtwusm.hw

ds that ve experimented with vas teking the




TL 122 fleshlight, forming a cone of copper wire around the lens and
stretching over that cone of copper wire,a common rubber sws_ispnee-ar item
that ,,5 then a stendard item of issue. This particular item of issue is
not elways mentioned in polite sociatyﬁn mixed compeny. But when you take
a very thin piece of rubber tubing and stretch that rubber tubing over the
TL 122 flashlight that has a copper frame, you will obtain a peflecting sub-
REASonaBLE
stance that will be visible for a gessi distance,

We also used that standard issue heavy duty ﬂ;lt.a light that had a ref=
lector surface on its front and the railroed lantern type reflector on its
top. The disadventege of this particular lantern was that the reflector
surface was too bright end the non-reflected,or railroad-type light,was to
wefk and the fact that they were unsuitable for dropping.

During thissme period of=tdime we were working with the British Branch
Redistion Laboratory and after we explained our problem and set our require-
ments of marking a drop zone,they Started Working on what was later known as
the Haliphene Zone lndicator iight. By this time @II:- ar-éuia ties spring of 1944,
end I would like to ﬁmss%ﬁmwﬁf:thw problems that
We ren-iTbe, e»cou»qﬁv'd‘-

The 501st Parachute Infantry Regiment had joined the ¥E&e=% Division 4u
Begdand vhich fhep) gave the 1Clst Division organization 3 Parschute Regiments,
2 @ider Reginents, one Perachute Field Hrtillery reginent and "ﬂdmporung

Trdine s iw
troops. We memgnszting-th:owdadeqrandniglt jumps and all -ef=tire

HOST oF vhesc
commanders were particularly concerned with the fect that mesy

drops were not being delivered gccurn‘tab'.
TuE ParHFnpRES
W had no TO 58 TE. We would go through the process of determining

~ what particuler pleces of eguipment we wanted to try to obtain and u.se,c;r_ T
REGVISITION.

2iTH
tes';;ost times it was in short suppl#p st H1though we would go dewm to the
warchouses and supply depots who had e3d=pé- this equipment,we wer unsble to . 0
& oi of guthonit

iead |

obtein the equipment due to the fact that we had no TO or TE. G4 and Regi~

mental Sis gave us as much support as they could, but when it cém:ss_to the
r

fact that you have mwwmmﬁm—fmﬂ the suthority

EdL
for issue-and MRF St

TR
hwm%m.'mgﬁeamﬁMotﬂMudﬁﬂtheh&ﬁndw
ST s % il i AN e-‘{mn PreBLEMS,
w“mmﬁﬂwr this perticuslr time the division staff

FR AT e .



and how the airborne divisions would be ﬂpluynd.)(&'immy it was planned

that four divisions, the 1st and Gth et Britisch, the 10lst and 824 it
Apericand would go into the generel ares of Gotentin Pennisula af Normandy

and it was merely a motter of who went whcr;,r;hm. Later on the British

1st was withdrewn from the plenned operstion mq:tho British 6th wes involved,

The 84 was to follow the 10lst and then it was a motter of two w. of PATRENDERS
preceding two -ﬁ oirborne colums into the Normandy, or Cotentin Pennisula,

The British F.‘I‘h,\% be committed en the south in the vicinity of Coen and the

ARENTRAN, El Eglis€ ~
10lst was to be cormitted north of anl&q south of Seint %!-f:h

eRE FEglisE
followed by the 82d,in the vieinity of Seint Me. 8o fech
repimental commender and the division staff wes e engaged with the oversll

mission of the YE®ESm Division and the mission of the pathﬂndurs,w
Wil

sxaotde 0ot sepalited toa d n'luan_o&-ﬂ;u, 2 not their primary
concern, ﬁ“—iﬁr‘mﬁﬁ&ﬂ—mlﬁ the spring of 1944, Wing Hesdquerters
moved frem the air field in the vieinity of our parachute h!:;ﬁ::e to the
vieinity of the 9th Troop Carrier commend st Bottfsford, Englend, There ve
had whet we considered eng ideel situstion of the pethfinders living at the
seme base, frequently in the seme barrecks, vith the AF pilots and creys who
were to fly the pu.th.ﬂndu's on their missions. This makes for a strong
organizetion, -Lt travel tinme, cmi.s closer ties and better esprit.
At the time of '-'“.m to Bottisford, Miwdemd, severel sdditional groups

arrived fron tie United States. Each individusl group end




: . ¥ e ” i
thnt; nuy'be eoohi of the opp}:d:tue numbef has good points. We accorddhgly

N : -
aﬂ@eﬂ ‘bgfore this mee'ﬁng thet T was to sirongly pus the spacing of the”

f;;e day Adme, the placing of ﬂ:c suo]-:e elther gt the botten or
e tap !.ng on the wind, whené; Andrey/vas to c?me in end/stress the

tiop/of th % 2d the ] "
u‘u}ixa o ts, the spéicing of tie 1ights )_a[m the placing Zé.
Iut;fni vwell a3 ‘Lt Jos and Lt/Chester

was

resulved that the best and most accurate way to mark
& drop zone was to place thess lights and penels in a letter "T7 with & r)arfo
pemai distance between them, mﬁ_e gireraft would fly up thestem of the

®PN and give the drop signsl as they crossed the bar. We would bring them in
» bath Jnf -~ Panils would fonr Han7”
with the Rebecca Burska " ot night using coded sipnals) ssdmsidy the drop zone ’b
wouid alse Be mnanmed
with colored smoke during daylight. We—wers able to get sxactly what wo ol
7 bEIT

Pinalsy WWM&MW @rm that conference,

& menual was yritten on Joint Operstions, British and Americen Airborme Forces.

ot

Wone Haliphene Zone Indicator 1ight wes still forthcoming from the British
Branch Radietion Laboratory and also at this time they were experimenting
with additions]l radar navigationzl aids. Ome of these sids was e BUPSE
‘beacon that was opersting on the "S" pand frequency. *t-eha'bﬂ‘&lzxt Wes
a very accurate alg but also a very delicate lnstrmamt.i?m order to get
this beacon, the Haliphane Zone Jndicator lights and other equipment to the
ground we had adapted and utilized the British leg bag. This was basically
& berracks bag of reinforced cenvas with a buffer on the bottam that had &

. Mﬂmﬂmﬁuﬁﬂ!ﬂﬁohﬁl&gdﬂww B

lep of the indivicuel,
The cenves first usedwas not strong enouzh and consequentlyes _%ﬁ“:fr,nm:_:
i‘kr right leg out the door with equimment in the leg beg end wem dropped %o
the end of ;Hﬁ% static line,and wes suddenly errested by a perachute opening,
the equipment would froguently contimue through the bottom of the beg. The
problen wes to build a paz of sufficient strensth to carry the guipment that
“@ desired and still be of such construction thet 1t would not injure i
peratrooper, The first leg straps were fastened around the ankle and, celf,

When you present a loaded leg beg of 50 pownds or more ageinst the peretrooper's

8
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onlf aa he swung his right leg out of the door and his descent was halted by

the development of his parachute, most of :&‘ paratroopers andad up with a
"gharley horse" and wera unable to wvalk for a conalderable time after landing,
0N Wi poved 0 the front of the 1eg bag vhich s paretrooper hald M mis
partially oounterbalanced the welght of the leg bag., However, 1t did not leave
hia hands free to aotivate his reserve chute if necessary, If the bag, by
force and momentum, tore 1cke fram the hands of the paratrooper it wvas extr-
emely difficult for the individual to raise his leg to where he could activate
mﬂﬁu relesse, The qulck relesse was deaigned to drop the bag from the leg
vhan 50 to 75 feet above the ground, It was fastenad to the trooperlby a statis
line secured to a ring of his harness, This had advantages and disadvantages,

duscenning hics was FABTOEN,
WR seuwuere drevallne lnon uind‘and you released the bag prematurely, the bag
faeguendtly Joek as

would hang up in ground obauulamt‘reu’ and aot &s an anchor and frequently

leave the individual suspended on the slde of the tree although he would be
anchored by the leg bag to t.h;‘ J:a:]: of the trea, Thia onaur&dq:n;::g;:l“ 0 il
occoaslona, If the leg bag wes dwopped too high off the groundpit interferred ‘f.{r”
with judguunt of exact landing area., The ideal situstion of nouru, would be
to R‘—. the log bag less than 50 feet above the ground but af .uuh,\pqm. that
it wuld not engage in trees or other obstacles and nullhaut a8 an anohor

\hun-.lmdod on the ground with ,"é equipment, Mmm«&m
B e i doss vl laod mikike kin eadoaente Imcly!‘o].l.wdﬂ&:___‘
line that extended from his harness to his equi L e sty ot

m- pw-n rocelved the firat -hisnnt of Haliphane sone indicater

taly n!ghirdapraeo

above harisontal which meant thet the airveraft spprosching the Light would be

SHin % see 16 from the Staed A1 “;‘f; #tiod
i et o e atance he pover source was sufficlent
WE  Anena f THEN THE bwllmvey

until to a point where We would pass almost directly u\;:rhaud. Thews 1ighta ;*;;*
m.»mm-:.dthaawmp.mt.map.n:mmrt.umwrmhn %o,
forty-five degree angle to &q‘wﬁa of approach. This eliminated the remaining

‘portion of Simmmesmpews the right, the rear and tho left side of the direotion of Fiyh b

- and gove & maximm security as far as ground observation was concerned. The, lens




were made of glass,which meant that they had to be carefully packed and stowed

in the leg bags in order préevent breakage upon landing. The source of power was

a wot cell battery, a;d n:l.:l:gud: tho:Brl.t‘.l.sh had mede considerable “Z«".‘??‘;ﬁ?ﬁwh_&
the develomment of a % wet cell battery, weslgd the problem of acid, ssd the

possibility of injuring the parstrooper or destroylng the muipment if the

econtainer was broken upmp“l:nd'!;’nx. The problem of carrying these Mudiphane
wl
zene indicator lights was,resclved by utilizing ~time-wan et

the "grenade beg" eml vhich were a standard ;‘;a:s for %Wee paratroopers,
These were bags of heavy canves sbout the size of the contelner for a double
E2 telephones det.u;-::l.n':dﬁmat no more then four men of a stick should jump
with a leg bag because of the time feotor of exiting from the eircraft,so ewr

Hm“mafwued the grensde bags and each msn of the stick that was to
q,.‘pnu.v
carry lights, wes equipped with this particuleirybag. e Hmvy equipment such

a5 war pessslEE? weapons, the BUFS bencm)ud—ﬁe‘lﬂebmo-mﬂum-e a4 packed

y de i3 .
e b Angs rie 4 dow b o
t the hesd of the stlek, YAc Rebetra-Toucrls wis jopie
:,“‘-:' ""Ss"‘j &‘gcu..J J-.w_p{ helow Pl e )‘Crd‘ e NM"‘J”’

Heeatlile tome T wm’ﬂd like to go back to the relsticnship that wy hed
with ¥ee Air Force. 'H‘-:::ro stationed at Bottgsford in the Midlends of England
where we were working with tho:ﬁ‘rcap Cerrier Command, The individuels that
worked most closely with the Pethfinders were members of the A-3 Section of

the Troop Cerrier Commsnd and they had many sdditional duties. They were

engaged in flight treining and proficlency md they could not devote their full
~pathfinder sctivities. We were recalled to the 10lst Div Area and

h of 1943, General Lee suffered a hoert
. o L] i
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m-ﬁ&;tmmﬁ-mm«&nmamm ?Mstiek
of pathfinders vas sssigped & Mn-mﬂ, MM. Thay
lived together, they ste together and shared all the bese facilities. liken
they flew, Ve flew, WRen the sireraft was grounded for maintenscce we
pround training. This was an ideal setup of an sirbormg-sirforce

crew, These pecple recognized cur problems. In faet at this perticular time
“Mﬁmﬁlﬂ%%lmfidMﬁNFstm
able to qualify semsscER®NE as parsiroopers)inclading dey jumps =ad might
Jmps, This, ve believed atthetlm,'m;‘t‘f ::.w .U“:t‘i..}?, makes for a
wdmuﬁﬂtﬁaﬂm‘ Also during this tine -She-StSet-Seebwamesh
ieetvet inSpee e ToceivTed reinfrcements es—SmaieweTmls Srom the
5Qst, their officer in charge vas Captil¥ Freak Brows,

Mﬁﬁ&;mnnmmeﬂhﬁﬁim We kad underpme
nany orgenizsticnal changes, o this point and our Sinsl structers in the'spring
ﬂlﬂmh&dm:sﬁ&.wm,mhﬂwmwm&uhhthum,

. >
-pﬂ“tdwlp-ﬂ-‘lmi:mwk“m‘n Field Artillery snd the

" Egtn s, This pave wmdm the 100¢t Division & fotal of eleven sticks, where

criginally we had been set up to send 2 single stick in for & perschuie regivent
£t ves decided to send in three, ITVEESL.pertlcoler-ttws Some camanders were
wnder the impression that ve only hsd a fifty-fifty chsnce of suecesding so

.ﬂ&m_-muﬁ-m-"umwhaﬂ Ve becksd this

o v mmr

hmhmm,m&rxm
FomcES My INE STNER &.3%



1
in that particular arss £nd prevent movement the enexy agninst the beaches
Papacuvre Tt Regdi-) &
The 50611} plus Divielon Heodquarters and one’ battalion of the 50lst parachuite

regiment was to land in the vicinity of Hissville,me Uile necessitated tuo

sticks representing two battalions of the 506th mnd one unit of t.ho 5Mst golng
dhe pMeisuyffe Tr of e Bivirioss
into that—partioular drop zone, M the south er ewr 5 ector, near St Com du Mon,

—_ A enngu wiler | pavsedode Twfadn
Mwn vere to send in two 'Dltt-ulionu of the 501atﬂplu.n one battalion of

the 506th, Each of these units were supperted ulth ertd)}lewy, Ssemefore, In
oRCBuIL & Aeccenrning }eArqu't fon el
order to melse coch pathfinder group séstder to the unit thot ves ceming in-en theb

portlenier drop zone,ve had to c.ha.nn the orrm;.zuian or % stick} E
T fapriny i
Jo  includfeg engineers, artillery and opviously, paratroopers from thet particuler

regiment ‘thesbewas sgludulad for thet drop zome. i-ﬂ-vﬂ"'-j :
dﬂ';“-«‘ Hia l’nru: e is B3

In additdonm, m‘.l.moyinnluﬂnd parking a zone for thee gliders end !

e ORgPucaing— HhE — Piriencl ---.puvd' o 5

this r.quirad * repaining mrmﬂaicnd stick MQ achute i
lrmlorflnd mgl.nea‘ra.-ﬁadf would have no initial mission but would have a :
L

campd tment at & aﬂ:ﬂ four o'clock in the morning, ¥ A's epuine d

d’;:k Jed EJ.JF oling  pnn aeeepinpc s F" o e:,ufn-fu{ - )

Returning to the Alrborne/Air Force relationships, we-ldvedeim-the-same
FReQUENTLY

smesy olthough we,thought elong different lines in some activities,ve generally
exdremely elsg

agreed that we had e mlssion that roquirod"com'dinnum. \h'o were on & speclal
diet ofldphrcmtorts—aantant vhich included vitamins to assist our night vision.
o Hhad

lvu'yt.‘lﬂ/u sat down to the table for auditmmm our

wdimnl s 4o absorb vitemins which the Air Force Flight Surgeon had pregcribed
IMprevemend o
necessary forynight vision. Much of our training was being done at n!.d:t.
thiostime, Mdiie o were syoraging five to seven jumps per week, inclnunt
aed Hesd dveps ContENTRATING o NAUVIERTIOL,
8, &nd our air force Crews Were improving—their—abilityto—nevipsie
ulas mtum;mm.mmmnt.

" ‘mumbered mgrm ; Maadar 75
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{g‘:us - m’-‘v Saiprs 30 A

e Juet o T as possitle. Tn order to test the ability '—;L"‘-
Aup fviud A
of & particular nmm). wa, \:t 39#. the Rebegen ~T
- & Covn *
_muﬂd-:mmumw. The aircraft toess- &
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i
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craesded  deep ApproMCNES.
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~.wf.¢
times by osncellations of misalone, ‘-On this pruom.;. drop stushert (eb-iieae)
Cwae e
whisbevee in the vialnity of 0&&5!-!0 Commone, neer Redding, we vent in
TN Tl e

"N with our pathfinder ommpleted the parsonnel drop, had & very suecessfuly
reorganisation and ged-temether-emd cpent the rest of the nlmt;-;:: t;::” P
vieinlty of e esksduled Drop Lone.

I would like to mentlion —u & technique thet ‘:;rpuhnuiu-n
used bt e vith the T7 parechute, The man on esch end of the etiok wee
desigoated "rolleup-sen® end a center wan on the etiok vae desigmsteq po
basze Ban, We prided curselves with s faet exit and abllity as paratroopers
to "steer® the parschute, Az ve wenbt cut the door ve were o “:l:.:n to
the epeed of the alroraft, in &n elonsigated pattarn, thesefepe, Sach man
on the end of the stiok would elip toverd the center while dropping and glse
sssenbleion the center man oo the ground. This made for a smal1%pattarn and

paplod&t.. e

the centar man v as also the mer designated to carry We primary plece of specin/
cquipment, the Rebesos/Bureka. Ve carried tvo wheess of each 1tem of squipment,
Bverything ves W nt.% this partiouler night problem previcusly mentioned,
o
et 2 ol i st g g sntsn o drn
wmd&m objective and then sacked up vith one man

m.qwﬁmhowhmm; However, as wag ani i, very oommon
hl‘-hhm“mnmﬂd.ﬂhﬁcmnmw
mu wﬂndm 7100 imposed
i L o 4. 0“4’!““*‘ t“i .nk’::: -
. h
et = 6 s e

Z:-u-mm-u.mum
“ere mm’&inmum nd o t on

Ben on foot, to e mw instelletien vhere & yhmc eall to the alr fleld

dnformed us that the mission hed veen edy
. Y Ewcernded pecvntno deeity

wm&nn—“-a:ﬁmmm:mﬂd




l
w direction and the size of the drop zone, determine the release point if the
aircraft released the glider directly over a marker beacon, or in our case,

the Rebecca Bureka. The pathfinder was trained to go into that ground, determine
surface

» winds aloft and mark the lending zone end desipnate the relesse point,
At this pesdbewler exercise in southern England we ran into seversl C;:f-f::;ifws.

The first was the utilization of white smoke. On this particular day many
Thene was u.-&rk_ Smolly
Englishmen were burning off the straw of their ferms, We determined that

utilization of white smoke is not practicsl for Pathfinders in combat operation =)

<

due to the fact that artillery or mortar shells will slso produce similar smoke ;

yg.’/ A=
R eiCsing Tires, wd-oenfase—timpilet, We have got to give them a definite,

dj,inuld"’fa FuBITITV TESL Tossen s
marker, We seed colored smoke which we trailed from jeeps and, by hand that £
were to mark the generel outline of the landing area; however, we discovered 2'
thet the smoke grenades available at thet time did not emit a cloud thick §.
SAFirFRETORILY on Larvime ¥

enough or fast encugh to mark the outline of ‘& dror.;lzme, or unless many =

(™Y

individusls were similtaneously empl andyddely dispersed pattern 5
wsing B AaRge  AomBER a];y; Qvgymnxf s epmel e 2 )
This particular drop and lending was very interesting, It wes the first I

& !

time I witnessed the landing of a bulldozer in a glider and itﬁshwed that ,3.‘
hat 5

I gliders &%= to have considerable more landing arefthan we had originally

planned for, abethctdine, = =
“1 A emsll bull dozer had been losded into a CGLA glider and this wes sbout the &

meximm load that this type of glider could carry. The only passengers were the
pilot and co-Pilot, The bulldozer was secured for flight and to the resr pintle

of the machine was secured the cable relesse that raised ;l.m entire front section
;nr—m_gmn. The CG4LA wes hinged at the tup:%ust in back of the pilots seat

!.n this case, after landing, the
. _n.‘é-mgm el WEAEHICD

_in turn pulled open the front section ¥

4s this particulsr glider ceme into the small field for # landing, he was
traveling too fest te~simy and, reslizing that he was sbout to crash, attempted to
Bo between two large trees. The body of the glider went through the trees but the .
wings did not and the glider came to a sudden helt, The force of the stop
B m THIE-Pow kS .
mlmsﬂlﬂwmnq; %ﬁmumeﬁﬁemaﬁmﬂ.
- stoppe ﬁnhﬂdaardiﬂn*t. In the spece




'._. front dropped back down into place. ﬁmmﬁagﬁdc,mhwab

sgainst the irees with ils cargo approximately twenty-feet in fromt of it end

the wninju.d pilot and co-pilot stll strepped to their seats,
RhmmﬁMhm&nhtwdm'tmguﬁmhﬂum

_ Another interesting drop was one that was scheduled just prior to the
 Normandy invasion in the latter pert of Msy. This ves a night drop and it
‘almost caused a complete change in our Pethfinder persomnel. We were to land
‘south of Wellford Ar Sase, north of Hungerford and mark the drop sone. There
 vas no moom this perticular night and it ves extremely dificult to julge ;n-n'
ding. On this sssimsder drop I took xy peonle in and in the presence of
H wmury, Chief of the British Air Force, almost got cancelled cut of the
main event, Although I thougfI vas just sbove the ground,T decided whem I
popped my chute that T wasn't, and then all of s sudden the ground caught wp to
me. I tore severel @B légiments off the inside of ame leg, Jhd thought for

a4
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{m:%, fhttﬂ’f .-t( /E
-lg—s-.h&m—kp#d-n;ﬁe megnitude of the security problem

Up to this time Srewsbed only bréwmfad Re ental Commsnders znd sember /7-,

reeily insressed-5ne,l oy
Z

hep heew- hArsefed, JSToRE Prepiw Vrdinin
w;hﬂdﬁmﬁ I wes obliged, in order )’P , to J
Lyparded Ve wr o ez nS
Eive o=mhess

of—taer details of the b:riarinf.—,and tinem ofter T hzd briefed them
I had the constan® smele=—sf worryimg vhether security would be violated,
This was exemplified by a situstion at No

é‘t Hush T ﬁ@vd’n&é‘;a:é uu'_san"td‘
Licutenants, comzanding a sti

blackedout Nottingham, Although
ounr Ecog le nepmelly

would travel in pairs fesesemtemsescens, for some
{58
resson he was separated from his partner and was struck by a vehicle.“sns tained

rthWfithan vhen ongof my

& broken leg and other injuries and was taken to & militery hospital, Wit
wesPinediy browshi owbemirto-wes Mis sense of security wes so strong thst he
abesdnrteiar refused medical attention wntil I was notified. 7T wes able to get &
men imebivewe to him who stayed with ;

he was under snesthetic s

—

to make

sure that he did not telk vwhij2|be-vessunbcnsdimg-sodical & ik ond

uuﬁ‘wﬂd"-’ 5 ’
Another, security problem Mmsre=v=r—irids occurred on the 4th of June.
T BRI UBLL I

We were at NorthMfithem Airbese. On one side of the

field was at;ll:l.r?urea supply depot on which we relied for our sdministrstive

supp: ort, pey, suprilies and so forth, Division had increased our mission,
dRrgeTED
m,mﬂﬂm&twﬁmm"ﬂnuaﬂm

Seedo—for demolition? eminien onf I had put in & requisition Se—Ssiz—depet for

badedl
seresned inclosure on the 4th of

£ to into the 5th of
rhwmyﬁsf‘hanﬁ go Normandy on = ume,

. .'.-m.hbemtaredto‘&hepmdm

as+
He came the sentry, welked into

the orderly roam =nd there I wes paying off my men in French money, I realized
r Y Cerprerys =
.ﬁﬂf-ﬁismas—ﬁa—wm glthouph he hes—oesr—mme

 thelr Chief non-comrissioned officer I had to lock him up

to deliver them to Captein Lillyman,
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P
sl fiorrs sud militery jolice wesid e srmed it palols, Fowerer, €1 of
the nmters of the Kr Foree sbs wws frisg sdeslons were soxigoed it pletcls,
Likedse, Ell members of fhe e Forse wers vory fepirove of ditaizizy fup

wﬂ,m, fo aue sroept ‘he glriorre sold ste s, et
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w%dwmmwwmm
sias siills to vegxieiiios, fumy Tocte for eysrytoly ln t%he Feliflisier grovgp, Ze
mmmw‘muu:mmﬂmmqmaﬁ»mw‘

cs
Lor thelr Caliber 45 glstals, Tisy wers simsshosiol teoies thay onll wits
aether fke ol
off 2 pletal Wﬁlﬂ” &w-ufs s gf.bt eres were

el or zot. umm'wmmuﬂ'mmh
m.w%%rﬂmmm
s seound or Gdsd, the CID vind of M auf sefucted s Emeflcte
fovesifgetion, eufisy wp &t Alvisicn where they wstel 2 full godanstion, Toe
T e in tds
u—uum serpeant, or seilig sergest mW ‘!’
Whhw‘mm o P

e 1 stall off the T seytag *if you A1l oms beck on Tussday or Velssiey

2%rs i |
is ke feny s fer s adwief siestiog wewt et I persanelly thiszk ey

Tl e Ghe best flottizs sclfiess fhe Tolted Sistes fomy fod ot e tine, Some-
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Jrmstue g Had h\-ct; & ec .-s/n...f.,\rq- T IR

_[j_—.‘, would huve we “unfﬁ“

has no Bmphr#‘_tldm r_equzr;&:t_'i) ”‘;mokud 2 Sdro—ndmdmsb tretdon: L0to ono
envelope, addressed 4a. to the Commanding General of the 7th North Bast Pacific
Command, APO same number and stuck it in the mail. I have not heard a word from
it to this day. I hope somecne gol sll of their administrative questions
answered. I wasn't worrying about 1t, I had too much to do.

We hed our first dry run on the 5th of June, This was very touchy. Again
the Pathfinders are the last ones to get the word. We weresupposedto take off

at 9! o'elock In the evening. We-finitshed-dinnor, we were not allowedto—tell

/ff/m Ha ff-‘i-] mea !

ne. We

went back to our barr.cks, drew all of our equipment,

camouflaged our men with face coloring and i pment. down to the

e
alrcraft andy sat there, sat there and sat there. Finally the cancellation
of the mlssion came through and we went hpok to the billets, In the meantime,

buSE FOrmIS TRE TWE
un;" individuale had been driving by the flight line and had seen us in obvious

W v
battle mifom, &.,—-_&q‘élufh-u, of course the Pathfinders a“::’s“ahout to
take off, end—tidppe ted-—a—security Trobi

T cited thfs“end the other administrative problems bpgause I wanted L
40 Sofress

thot ewgrowing pains’ were numercus and until a Table of

> a:-mluun and a Tablo mulmt and nadmw provided, the Pathfinders
JfVC )

= p‘.'eum, administrative and otherwise.
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