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HEADQUARTERS 62D AIRBCRNE DIVISION
Adwnee Commnd Post

APO ¢69 « In the ~leld
11 June 1044

| SUBJRI: Repert of Pathfinder Buploymnut for Operation "NEPPUEES.
..~ 10 3 Commending General, 88D Alrbarns Diwigionm '

.m-_
e

: 0 le Mthfinder tcems ¢f the 805th, BOTth and 506th Parechute
Booen ‘Dyfantries were scheduled to be emplayed on their regpective DZ'g at
ho 2280, D Tay, {(n accordance with Pleld Orders of these organigationag
L, o . o Regimental Pethfinder Teans conslisted of tlres battalion teams com-
. of two offieers, twe Dureks opersators, ons wire men, sewsn light
L0 Llssem, e from four to six security mere The S0Tth end 508th Fethe
ST e o Leams tad four gesurity mem per esch battalion essigned from the
T U 4 kh Perachute Infentry, plus ome officer for each Reginental Teame
§5, 1% ol BOAEH Rogimental Tean,. lm addition %o the abow equipment end -
i i . -‘perpbave}, dropped two BUPS Besoond plus the Commanding Officer of
Lo, Sie ¥rovisioma] Pathfinder Compenye o .

v

.27 . Be All regimental psthfinder teems flew in S=plens flights, in
., Yefurmations Takeoft airdromss was NORTE WITHAK,

s ' s ' The 5O5th pathfinder tean, commnded by lst Lt ZALES Je 8:aTH;

wornio . Ade Gorps Commmding Officer (epbain KIREPATRICK, took off ag per schedulee
. Todoustering 1ittle {lak on the run in frem landfall to DZ, dropped within

A% " ' 400 yerds of previously desigoated pimpointe The drcp wes six mimutes 3

fe 7 . earlye The IE was set up ag per S0P, with the exseption of one battelion

14 - 3ight teee This Ske wae not put into aetion due to the faulty agsemblye
Burelzs vere et up within ten piowtes of drop timee Rurokss wore first
trigsered Cifteca wmtes from The time of the firet element drape Three
sorials dropred on exd near the BOBLh inte All geriels were approz-

*! imtely ten minutes esurlye The firet ger 1,dropped southeast of lirhted

ekt go epproximately cne-imlf miles :The sevond gerial dropped directly over

£+ 34gktod Yove -Tho Ahird serial.gropped north hy APPPOTLAtLly sactall mtiee

!

3

hourg ¢4 tiae of drope Seweral jurpers eustained ruptures, due to the'

— 4o LI'e iy 608 sren were ogf wp as pﬁ*_”ochaduld. Burelzs for
- gllder aight landisgs were get up r mimsbes. prior to landing time,
[ Darekag for LT weres triggered twenty mimtes prior to lending timee -

i Gliders were genercusly seattered over L2 erese

win 7 Be The $OTth, commnded by lst Lte JOSEPH, 507th Mureshute Infe

W3l gntry, P1ight led by Captein NMINCR, Afr Oorpse .Plight took off on “{me

Y- §% BOITH WITHAMe Dropped oo desigmted DE sesurabely, oa timee At time

.7 .8f drop, pathfinder porsonnel and pathfinder sirsraft were subjected to
. beavy anti=aireraft firge The jumpers, on reaching the ground, found

themselves in ¢ Germen troop comsemtyatione Dus to egrressive estion

of emesy troops, the DE wee not set wp eccerding to SOP. MNo lights were

turned one One Murelm wae set up by this. pethfinder tean twemty minutes

7t W.? % % e
ot > ’h

1, 7he third serisl sppeared to be trawlling at & speed of at leagt 150 miles :

s
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D-Day


 pripr %o echeduled drop of first serizls EBurekas wae triggered fifteen
sinutes prior %o drop of first echeduled serfale 4 1l slements appeared
. w t | e timee These elements wore widely secattered upen arrival, apparently
i, @ue to eotion of enemy antisireraft fires A mximm of Pifty aireraft
Vi oo-dropped Sheir parechubists on the DZ. Fureks remeimed in sction twenty |
© . vimutes efter scheduled tims of lagt serinle LA few strays dropped after
solwdnled timse e ‘

. -, Bs B08%h, cormandigd hy Captain Ko Le Y0 ROBERTS of the 505%h Feree
éhute Infuntry, Alr Corps Fiight leader, Ceptain HILES, took off em tims,
- from WORTH WITHAK, made landfall ou time, enscunterimg 1i.tle flak umtil
. over BAW SAUVEUR LE VICOMTSe Flek comtimued frem SAN SAUVEUR LE VIGO!ZE
Fand . % sum fu for drops Antiealroraft fire shifted from plangs to jumpers at
#29F: “4ime of drope Drop wes om time, aprreximtely one and ene=half miles
.. ewdth and slightly east from previcusly selected DZe Duo to agoressive
-y, ooy sotien on the ground, lighte were met able to be turned om with the
exsgption of two; ome of whish wag soded in the predesigmated oddes . DUPS
Besoon wne €0t up end eperating twenty mimutes prior to erriwl of first
; ftdeduled serizle One Burele wee set up and operating twenby minutes priop
. %o first ssheduled geriele Burekz was triggerdd spproximtely twelve min-
‘ubes prier to drop time. BUPS Feason was re¢eliving definite tuning of hom=
ing plansee To ground ocbservers i% sppesared that ingeming formations were
o esrt o gontbered due to intenss anti-oraft fires One large formetion wes Ubaerve
: ed dropping epproximtely one mile direstly merths Twenty plenes dropred
on .IZ with mthfinderss ITwenty planes thmt dropped were approximetely ten
mimutes late, of the first scheduled seriele Mo subsequent serials arrived
- owr DZ. Eweks remined on thirty minutes afber time of lagt soheduled
serisle .No strays dropped during that timge

7¢ 505th Rarmohute Infuntry susteined no caswalties dus to enery
- @0%iae 506th FMethiinders lost epproximtely bwosthirds of their emlisted
ad officer perconnele S07th Farachute Infentry is missing epproximtely
twsnty men. All mavigatioml eids used by pathfinders were resovered end -
sompolidated in Division CP with the exception of those that were destroyed
. $0-avolé their falling into smesy bandse ;

8 Por futare pethfinders Wﬂm 1t is recommended; -

| “"@e That lights either be entirely elimimated or of suoh cane
Gk strpetios tas they are not vigidle from the grounds . B .4

A% rpadibie o . sl e, : ) .
Lk be That pathfinder teams stress in their training agsembly
wmider diffieult terrain conditioms at nighte . _

8¢ That the size of pathfinders teams be censideradly lessensde
{-'- e ga That gseeurity ml hm withe '

’ 8o That Alr Coarps pilots and erews be treined toc sush & defree = .
ht feym tions will be mintained in spi®e of imtensive enewy anti-oraft fire. .

. fe That the BUPS Bsason, both antemse and rese! vor<transzliter sot,
'35 modified Into & nore compact unit for Jumping, -
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